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UNCLASSIFIED 

PAGE 01 BAGHDA 00523 030905Z 
12 

ACTION NEA- 12 

INFO OCT-01 ISO-OO AGR-20 EB-11 COME-OO TRSE-00 OMB-01 

AID-20 CIAE-00 DODE-OO PM-07 H-03 INR-10 L-03 NSAE-00 

NSC-10 PA-03 RSC-01 PRS-01 SPC-03 SS-15 USIA-15 

ACDA-19 10-15 DRC-01 /171 W 

130465 

R 290800Z SEP 73 
FM USINT BAGHDAD 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 556 
INFO AMEMBASSY ANKARA 
AMEMBASSY BEIRUT 

UNCLAS BAGHDAD 523 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: EAGR, IZ 

SUBJECT: SHORTAGE OF WATER MAY AFFECT GRAIN CROP 

1. GOI HIGHER AGRARIAN COUNCIL RATIFIED ON SEPTEMBER 26 
AMENDMENTS TO FORTHCOMING WINTER SEASON AGRICULTURAL PRODUCTION 
PLAN. PROPOSED AMENDMENTS INCLUDE INCREASING AREA CULTIVATED 

IN WHEAT AND BARLEY IN NORTHERN AREA BY 25 PERCENT IN ORDER TO 
COVER SHORTAGE OF WHEAT CULTIVATION IN EUPHRATES BASIN BECAUSE 
OF SCARCITY OF RIVER WATER. PROPOSALS ALSO RECOMMENDED 
FERTILIZING LANDS AND DIGGING WELLS WITHIN AREA STRETCHING FROM 
IRAQI-SYRIAN BORDER ALONG EUPHRATES UNTIL HABBANIYAH LAKE, AND 
EXPEDITING COMPLETION OF THARTHAR-EUPHRATES CANAL. 

2. COMMENT: THIS IS FIRST PUBLIC ACKNOWLEDGEMENT THAT COUNTRY 
FACES WATER SHORTAGE FOR IRRIGATION OF WINTER CROPS FROM 
EUPHRATES. LOWRIE 
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